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Lasting value, innovative solutionsABOUT THE NICKEL INSTITUTE

The Nickel Institute is a non-profit organisation that represents
the interests of more than 20 companies which together
produce about 90% of the world’s annual nickel output.
On behalf of its members, it promotes the production,
use and re-use of nickel in a socially and environmentally
responsible manner.

This is achieved through: promoting sustainable production and
usage, advocating and developing rigorous scientific research,
developing partnerships through the value chain, proactively
engaging with stakeholders, maintaining transparency and
integrity in all our business relationships and working to earn
the trust of our stakeholders.

The Nickel Institute provides a responsible, united voice for the
global industry and works with other international metals
associations and stainless steel development associations to
develop and promote the safe use of nickel around the world1.

It pursues market development through a worldwide network of
highly qualified specialists, offering free technical knowledge
about nickel, its properties and uses, to ensure optimum
performance, safe handling and use2.

The Institute actively initiates and funds scientific research
programmes to examine the role of nickel in human health and
the environment. It is committed to supporting scientifically
rigorous research and promoting general awareness of the
care required in the production, handling, use, and disposal
of nickel 3.

The Nickel Institute shares its knowledge about nickel freely and
strives to ensure that rigorous scientific research is used as the
basis for regulation of the nickel industry and its user industries.

1. www.nickelinstitute.org
2. For a technical version of this brochure, see:

“The Nickel Advantage – Nickel in Stainless Steel”, 2008
3. See for example:“Safe Use of Nickel in the Workplace”, 3rd edition, 2008.

www.nickelinstitute.org
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Living Comfortably
60% of all nickel is used to make
stainless steel. If you look around
you, there will be countless
examples of how this beautiful,
strong and flexible material helps
to improve the quality of your life,
every single day.



60% recycled material. This means
that natural resources are saved for
future generations and that energy use
and CO2 emissions are significantly
reduced in the manufacturing process.

All these different properties of nickel
make the urban environment you live
in safer, cleaner, more beautiful and
timeless.

Interior design and
construction 

As you enter most modern buildings –
nickel-containing stainless steel is likely
to be the material used for many of the
features you see.

Once you start looking, you may notice
nickel-containing stainless steel in the
entrance of your office building, in the
elevator of your preferred hotel, and on
the walls of your favourite restaurant.

Nickel-containing stainless steel has a
huge variety of finishes, from bright
to matte, embossed or tinted. These
different looks fit perfectly in modern
design and interior architecture. In
addition to its good looks, nickel-
containing stainless steel is also
extremely hard-wearing and resistant to
corrosion, making surfaces both easier
to clean and extremely long-lasting.

Nickel-containing stainless steel offers
an almost infinite range of different
formations and uses, allowing designers
to bring to life their most imaginative
and innovative ideas.

Take a look around your home and you
are very likely to find nickel-containing
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“Many buildings made 
of nickel-containing 
stainless steel have

become icons in 
architectural design,

from the Stock
Exchange in Berlin to
the Chrysler Building

in New York City.”

Beautiful, lasting
building design

Take a walk down any street in any
modern city and it’s highly likely you will
be surrounded by nickel-containing
stainless steel. That’s because this
material is extremely strong,resistant to
corrosion, easy to form into different
shapes, and aesthetically pleasing.

Many of these buildings have become
icons in architectural design, from The
Gherkin in London to the Chrysler
Building in New York City – an art-deco
skyscraper which, thanks to the nickel-
containing stainless steel forming its
shining crown, is still as pristine and
beautiful as the day it was completed
some 80 years ago.

Nickel-containing stainless steel is
also used in two of the tallest towers
in the world, the Petronas Twin
Towers in Kuala Lumpur and the Jin
Mao building in Shanghai. Its
strength and versatility is absolutely
essential in the construction, both
internally and externally, of these
architectural masterpieces.

Nickel is underground, too. In London
for example, you’ll find that the
stain-free facades and walkways in
many of the city’s Tube stations are
made possible by nickel. These surfaces
need virtually no maintenance for
decades, despite pollution, wear and
tear, and the trampling feet of millions
of passengers every day.

Perhaps best of all, nickel-containing
stainless steel typically contains




